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Throughout the year the Mersey Gateway bridge-building machines have been slowly making 

their way towards each other across the river. The bridge deck is over half built, and fixing the 

146 stay cables to support it is well on target for the scheduled opening of the crossing. 
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  Chairman:  
Mr David Smallshaw 

 Secretary: Mr. Peter Keen  

 Treasurer: Mr Mike Harrison 
  

 Other Members of the Executive:  
 

Elected 2014 – 2017:       Mr Neil Forshaw 

                                         Mr John Hughes 

                                        (There is one vacancy) 

Elected 2015 – 2018:       Mrs Mary Presland 

                                  Mr David Callan 

                                 Mr Andy Screen 

Elected 2016 – 2019:       Mr Colin Greenall 

                                         (There are two Vacancies) 
 

Co-option in 2014:           Mr Peter Brennan 
 

 Observers from Partner Organisations: 
 

Councillors from the Local Authorities: 
 

Cllr. Paul McQuade (St. Helens)   

Cllr. Linda Dirir & Rev. Cllr. Steve Parish(Warrington) 

Cllr. Keith Morley (Halton) 
 

The Inland Waterways Association:  

Mr Alan Platt (IWA Liaison) 

Messrs David Smallshaw and Colin Greenall (Chester & Merseyside Branch) 

SANKEY CANAL RESTORATION SOCIETY 
 

 The Society’s Aims and Objectives. 
 

 “To further the preservation, conservation and restoration of the Sankey Canal, 

and to promote and stimulate public interest in, and the fullest appropriate use 

by the public of, the whole Canal and its environs” 

(From the Society’s Constitution, revised and adopted 1999) 
 

 The Society’s Executive Committee during 2016—17 
The Executive’s Officers are elected annually, and members on a three yearly 

basis at the Annual General Meeting held in March of each year. 

Financial Arrangements 
 

 The Society’s Bankers 

 

Yorkshire Bank plc 

6 Bridge Street,  

St.Helens, WA10 1NF 
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Chairman’s Report on the Society’s Activities in 2016 

Despite more central funding cuts the year 

has seen some significant progress in  

restoration affairs on the Sankey Canal. Both 

Warrington and St Helens Council have been 

busy upgrading the towpath and the line is 

now considerably improved from Widnes to 

Newton Common Lock. At the start of last 

year further works from Havannah flash at 

Parr to Blackbrook enabled the uncovering of 

Engine Lock once again and we benefited 

from national and regional press coverage on 

this. The final stage of the project has  

recently started at Newton Common with the 

uncovering of the northern part of the lock 

structure, improvements by Penkford bridge 

and the opening up of lost stretches of the 

waterway between there and Parr. Truly  

exciting developments in raising the profile 

of the waterway, long hidden under the  

undergrowth. 
 

The other major news on restoration is the 

successful completion and testing of the lift 

bridge at Fidler’s Ferry, which is another  

major obstacle to bringing this stretch of the 

canal back to for navigation, removed. The 

Mersey Gateway bridge construction is now 

in its final stages and the narrowed length of 

the canal under it is nearing completion for 

reopening, so we now await the reconstruc-

tion there of the promised swing bridge over 

to Spike Island with some eager anticipation. 
 

Our volunteers have been ably assisted this 

year with the addition of work teams from the 

students of Riverside College, Widnes, who 

have toiled through the term-time months at 

Spike Island under their Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award Scheme, and by corporate voluntary 

days by HM Revenue and Customs at Sankey 

Bridges and by financial consultants, RSM, at 

Bradley -all of whom have given our small 

band of work party colleagues great encour-

agement for their monthly regular outings 

along the canal. Our grateful thanks go to our 

volunteers and all who have supported this 

work during the past year. 

A desired aim for the Canal Society has always 

be to encourage the establishment of a formal 

partnership of the major landowners of the  

canal to enable a more joined up approach to 

strategy planning and access to funding  

opportunities. We are, therefore delighted to 

report that such a partnership has now been  

established with Halton, St Helens, and  

Warrington Councils, the Canal & River Trust, 

and ourselves, under the chair of Lady  

Pilkington. The partnership, although in its  

infancy, is now meeting regularly and is already 

involved in cooperative working which augurs 

well for the future. 
 

There are many other instances where we are 

maintaining a high profile in matters relating to 

the valley and the waterway which result in 

attendance at many meetings and discussions 

and at this point I would like to single out Colin 

Greenall for his tireless input here. Many others 

have also added their support when necessary 

and this is also appreciated as together we need 

to continue this monitoring of affairs if we are 

to maintain our current rate of excellent  

progress towards our goal of eventual canal 

restoration. 
 

It’s certainly a long road we are on but some 

parts of the way are eminently achievable and 

whilst we may not be able to bring navigable 

status to all the canal now, we can at least create 

an environment at the present time to make our 

ultimate goal more attainable in the future. 
 

To my fellow officers and key volunteers, thank 

you all for your support during the last year—

and to any members or enthusiasts interested in 

our paths of action, then please consider sparing 

a few hours to enable the progress to continue.    

 

Best Wishes 
 

                 Dave Smallshaw     
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Events Report—Colin Greenall 
 

The sales and exhibition team have been out and about at various events in the north west. 

Starting with the Rural Craft Display at Willow Park, Newton-le-Willows (Below) at the end 

of May and continuing throughout the summer months at the IWA Campaign Rally in the 

Eldonian Village , Liverpool, and at the Lymm Transport Day, Scarisbrick Marina, Newton 

Town Show, Victoria Park, St.Helens and finally the Vintage Vehicle Rally at Victoria Park, 

Widnes at the end of September. At these events are sales team raise funds to help keep the 

society going as well as promoting 

the work of our dedicated band of 

volunteers.  

For the 2017 season we have a 

new sales gazebo which once 

again will be out there promoting 

the canal.  Help is always  

welcomed at these events and if 

you have any transport or local 

history books or bric-a brac you 

would like to donate please get in 

touch. Finally I would like to say 

thank you to all who have given up 

time to be present at these 

events—  

Many thanks to everyone,  

Colin Greenall 

An Appeal 
Our Sales Stall is a major fund-raiser for the Society—it is so  

successful that we keep running out of things to sell! 

Please help the Society by donating Bric-a-Brac and Books  

to ensure we always have stock to offer for sale. 

Contact Colin Greenall: colin.greenall@btopenworld.com / 01744 731746 

Treasurer / Membership Secretary’s Report  

AGM 2017 

 

Income & Expenditure for 2015: (See inside rear cover pages below) 

The Current Account shows a healthy credit of £355 over the year even though we spent £700 

on additional equipment for the working party and fund raising. 

This figure is coloured slightly, since it was necessary to close our CAF Account  

because we were not using it sufficiently.  This resulted in an additional £11,767 into our 

Current Account.  Your committee agreed that we retain 10% (£1180), the  

remainder to be transferred to the Life Membership Account.  This will now again be used to 

cover life member’s income, which became an irrelevance when the life  

member’s account became so small (see 2015 figures). 
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It should be noted that this CAF transfer is shown separately in the Statement of  

Financial Activities but will be treated as Membership Income.  The distinction of the 

transaction would have been blurred if it had gone through the membership records. 

Fundraising by Colin, Peter and David, together with other members— who between 

them have travelled to several boat rallies and shows— have raised, after expenditure, 

£1537. 
 

Membership fees and donations contributed £1281(+£1180) to our coffers. 

John and his working parties have made great strides in improving the visitor aspect for 

various sections of the canal.  This has cost £148 (as predicted in last year’s report, a 

major reduction). 

Only two issues of “Canal Cuttings” were published (£750 printing + £166 postage). 
 

Gift Aid: 

Up until now, I’ve been hesitant to proceed with this activity.  I have registered SCARS 

with HMRC, which was the easy bit.  However, obtaining gift aid by being trusted to 

use my yearly membership records is more complicated, especially since many of you 

pay by standing order.  I’m awaiting a reply to a gift aid application which includes an 

edited membership listing that highlights those of you who have signed for the  

provision.  After all, these days it is possible to agree to gift aid to charities over the 

‘phone! 
 

Membership: 

One can see that activities specifically for the membership, “Canal Cuttings” in  

particular, incur most expense.  It should be noted that we give about 20% of the 

“Canal Cuttings” print run to the three local councils for distribution around their  

offices, libraries and Councillors. 
 

The activities of the Society’s officers  - such as attending other organisations’  

meetings, working with our three local authorities, running working parties and watch-

ing local planning applications, etc., are covered to a lesser degree. 
 

General: 

Our membership renewals for 2017 so far are disappointing with only two cheques 

received, all the others are January Standing Order members.  Last year several mem-

bers took advantage of my request to pay by Standing Order in April, so their subscrip-

tions are awaited. 

Our website is now up-to-date and is well worth perusing.  An external Facebook group 

has been formed, which has a large following of interested supporters.  It would be nice 

if some of these would join us officially.  At joint meeting, some its founder members 

were surprised at our depth, knowledge and commitment to the canal. 

The society is continuing its involvement with the future of the Sankey Linear Park and 

to that end, has been directly working with Halton BC and its activities to bring back 

boats to the stretch between Spike Island and Fiddlers Ferry, not withstanding the Mer-

sey Gateway bridge work.  This is a great time to be involved and the society’s future 

plans will give the opportunity for a more proactive approach from its membership. 

This is an ideal time to publicise SCARS’ work to a generation that will benefit when 

these plans are fulfilled.  Please push for new members; thank you. 

 

Mike Harrison – Treasurer / Membership Secretary 
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Restoration & Work Parties Report—Colin Greenall 

2016 has been a very good year with regards to improvements along the line of the canal. At 

the beginning of the year work was in progress on upgrading the footpath/cycleway between 

Waggon Lane and Blackbrook Road and saw the uncovering of Engine Lock (Above) which 

has been submerged for many years. This now forms an interesting feature along with the 

more open aspect provided by the large amount of tree clearance that has also taken place. 

This upgrading has been funded mainly by a Sustainable Transport Fund Grant of £3.2m, 

which has benefited all three local boroughs through which the canal passes. 

A new bridge has been built at Fiddlers Ferry (Above) with a grant from the Coastal  

Communities Fund. Marsh House Lift Bridge was completed in June, and now provides  

access to the Riverside Business Park. Although not operational as a lift bridge at present, it 

has been future-proofed for electric mechanisation once the canal is restored. 
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Our own volunteers have also been busy working on various sites these have included the New 

Double Locks, Redgate Bridge, Old Double Locks, Bradley Swing  Bridge and Bradley Lock. 

Meanwhile other groups from Haltons Riverside College have done some sterling work around 

Spike Island, and two corporate groups of volunteers from HMRC and RSM Accountancy have 

made a massive contribution at Sankey Bridges and Bradley Swing Bridge and Lock respec-

tively.  

Work at the 

New Double 

Locks 

Work at Bradley 

Swing Bridge 
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Work above the 

Old Double 

Locks 

The result of 

work at the Spike 

Island Dry Dock 
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At the end of 2016 work commenced on the upgrade of the towpath from Newton Common 

Lock to Havanah Flash. This saw the uncovering of the long-lost northern end of the Newton 

Common Lock chamber, (Above) and the clearing away of many large trees to open up the area. 

Near Penkford Bridge the Overflow has been renovated, and again much tree clearance is in 

evidence (Below).  

Moving further north towards Havanah Flash, not only has the footpath alongside the watered 

section of canal been improved, but the most spectacular improvement of all has taken place 

here—approximately 200 metres of the canal bed have been excavated to produce an area of 

water which once more resembles the canal of old. (Rear cover—top) 

Further north, at Blackbrook Bridge, where flooding on the footpath has been a problem for 

many years, new ditches have been dug and drain pipes laid beneath the path to take the excess 

water away to soakaway ponds. (Rear cover—middle) 
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Finally, let’s not forget 

that the New Mersey 

Gateway Bridge, which 

crosses the canal near 

Spike Island, will be 

completed by this  

Autumn. The section of 

canal beneath the bridge 

is being reinstated, and a 

length of new canal wall 

accommodating the 

bridge support has now 

been built.  


